
Speaker Profiles
Andrew Gill | MC
Andrew has presented, performed and produced events throughout Australia Fiji, Japan, Hong 
Kong, Singapore and the USA. Along with communication and marketing agencies, he works 
with long term clients such as TAC, Mars and the National Australia Day Council.

Keynote speaker: Edwin C. Marshall | Senior Planner, New York 
City Department of City Planning (Manhattan Office)
Edwin Marshall has extensive experience as an urban planner and is based in the Manhattan 
Office of the New York City Department of City Planning. He has been a leader in the cultural and 
creative rejuvenation of Harlem and its famous 125th Street. Edwin spearheads the special 
district’s Arts Bonus where public, private and state investment is brought together to invest in 
the cultural rebirth of Harlem.  The Arts Bonus facilitates the establishment of street level cultural, 
arts and/or entertainment organisations in any new Harlem development.

Danielle Green MP | Parliamentary Secretary for Major Events, 
Tourism and Regonal Victoria
In 2002 Danielle was elected the Member for Yan Yean.  Her electorate takes in the fast growing 
outer northern suburbs of Melbourne and parts of regional Victoria, including Whittlesea and 
Wallan. Danielle has held Parliamentary Secretary positions in Emergency Services and Police in 
the previous Bracks/Brumby governments and was appointed Parliamentary Secretary for Major 
Events, Tourism and Regional Victoria in the new Andrews Government last year.

Dianne Smith | Chief Executive, Victoria Tourism Industry Council
Dianne has enjoyed being Chief Executive of Victoria Tourism Industry Council (VTIC) since 
January 2012. In this role, Dianne draws on her vast knowledge and experience gained from over 
20 years in the industry which has included marketing, visitor services, policy and strategy roles 
in regional Victoria and Melbourne. During her time at the helm, the VTIC team has expanded, 
attracted more members and now offers industry leading projects including the Vic Tourism 
Conference and the RACV Victorian Tourism Awards.

Gilbert Rochecouste | Founder and Managing Partner, Village Well
Gilbert is recognised both nationally and internationally as a leading voice in placemaking. He is a 
sought after speaker and motivator, known for his innovative thinking, dynamic engagement 
processes and inspirational approach to community activation. His catalyst ideas have
regenerated iconic places and enlivened many urban and rural communities.

Robert McGauren | Founding Director, MGS Architects
Rob is a founding member of the award winning multidisciplinary design practice of McGauran 
Giannini Soon (MGS) and an Adjunct Professor in Architectural practice at Monash University. 
He views the architect’s role as design advocate and enabler. MGS has focused on issues 
including design for social inclusion, the 21st century sustainable metropolis and the role of 
design in creating livable cities. Rob currently chairs the Sunshine Partnership Group, a City of 
Brimbank initiative promoting the urban renewal of the Sunshine area.



Lunch Time Performance
& Workshop

Performance
Carly and Fran have been doing partner acrobatics together for about 8 months. Carly joined Womens Circus in 
2012 as part of the New Womens intake as an alternative way to get fit and gain some kick ass skills, having only 
ever played rugby before. Fran has a background in gymnastics and performance and joined the Women’s Circus 
in 2013.  

Circus Skills Workshop
Emily Ross has been working at the Women’s Circus since 2006. She teaches on the New Women’s program and 
on the Intermediate and Advanced Acrobalance classes. She also teaches at Westside Circus and Footscray 
Community Arts Centre. She enjoys working at the Women’s Circus because it is a space for women to have fun 
and play!
  

About Women's Circus
Founded on feminist principles in 1991, Women’s Circus began as a community arts project providing women with 
a means of self-affirmation through performance of their own personal and shared stories. Nearly 25 years later, 
Women’s Circus continues to provide training and creative opportunities to women across Melbourne. Based at the 
Drill Hall in West Footscray, it is one of the key arts training and performance organisation in Melbourne’s west, and 
works with a broad range of women, children, and families through training, artistic and public programs. Note Term 
3 classes start July 20 so enrol at the website here  www.womenscircus.org.au

Women’s Circus is proud to be part of Arts West, a unique alliance of arts organisations who reflect the exciting, 
vibrant and diverse arts and culture thriving in Melbourne’s inner west


