Discover great parks in Melbourne’s western suburbs
30 August 2018: Melbourne’s west is home to a range of diverse, unique and sometimes surprising parks that
are great places to get outdoors and connect with nature. Here’s our insider tips on 8 of the best parks in
Melbourne’s west:
Brimbank Park
Set in a picturesque valley in Keilor East, Brimbank Park is the home of picnics, playgrounds and possums. The
Maribyrnong River winds its way through the park providing perfect opportunities for fishing, canoeing, bird
watching and exploring a network of walking trails.
Brimbank Park is perhaps better known amongst kids as one of the best playgrounds in all of Melbourne. The
Brimbank Park playscape is an all-inclusive haven for creative play that provides a range of experiences for
young children with a range of abilities.
The playground design embraces several themes which focus on the indigenous and European history of the
land and with features such as the giant 'Bunjil the Creator' nest, a ‘build-your-own’ cubby house structure and
colourful sculptures of the inspire children and their families to connect with nature as they play, explore and
socialise in the outdoors.
Brimbank Park is open from 6.00am to 5.30pm and 6.00am to 8.00pm during Daylight Savings. The park is a
short 30-minute drive from the heart of the city approximately 15km north-west of Melbourne via the Ring
Road or Calder Freeways.
YouTube video: Exploring Brimbank Park
Organ Pipes National Park
Victoria’s smallest National Park is also one of the most surprising. Organ Pipes National Park was formed and
named after spectacular basalt columns of rock which were formed by the cooling and cracking of volcanic
molten lava. The organ pipes are a sight to be seen and a popular photo location.
Although the organ pipes are the best-known feature of the park, there are also other fascinating volcanic rock
formations including Tessellated Pavement, Scoria Cone and Rosette Rock which is a radial array of basalt
columns similar to the spokes of a wheel.
There’s more to Organ Pipes National Park than rocks though. From the parks creation in 1972, the park has
been transformed from a mass of thistle and boxthorn weeds into a picturesque native bush landscape that’s
great for picnics, spring wattle blossom, bird watching and short walks.
Organ Pipes National Park is open to visitors daily from 8.30am to 4.30pm. During daylight saving, closing time
is extended to 6:00pm. The park is only 20km north-west of the CBD and easy to access from Melbourne via
the Calder Highway in Keilor North.
YouTube Video: Exploring Organ Pipes National Park
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Point Cook Coastal Park
For a park that attract thousands of visitors from all over the world every year, Point Cook Coastal Park is
relatively unknown in human circles. More than 200 bird species, including 34 internationally protected
species, regularly visit from as far away as Japan, Siberia and Alaska to take advantage of the tranquil beaches,
picturesque lakes and man-made salt lakes of Point Cook Coastal Park and neighbouring Cheetham Wetlands.
Fortunately, Point Cook Coastal Park is not just a coastal haven for birds. Free BBQs and a playground at the
beachside picnic area compliment a serene sandy beach. A short stroll along the beach offers the opportunity
to discover shells and an interesting array of marine life in the nearby Point Cooke Marine Sanctuary.
Would-be twitchers can observe our internationally travelled feathered visitors and the park also offers a
prime position to watch planes take off from the neighbouring RAAF airfield.
Point Cook Coastal Park is open from 8:30am to 5:00pm daily and is open later in Summer. Approximately
20km south west of the CBD, Point Cook Coastal Park is accessible from the Princes Freeway by taking the
Point Cook Road exit.
Point Gellibrand Coastal Heritage Park
With a rocky coastline and impressive waterside views, it’s hard to believe Point Gellibrand Coastal Heritage
Park in Williamstown is so close to the city.
Point Gellibrand’s most significant landmark is the Timeball Tower was constructed in 1849 to guide ships past
the nearby reef. Point Gellibrand was crucial to the initial growth of Victoria in the 1800s and features several
cultural and historical structures including a seawall built by convicts and the historic Ann Street Footbridge.
Walkers and cyclists frequent the bay trail which follows the coastline and is a prime location for watching
passing ships, coastal views and feeling the sea breezes in your hair. The park also features a playground,
electric BBQs and picnic tables.
Point Gellibrand Coastal Heritage is open 24 hours and is at the tip of Williamstown on Battery Road. The park
is a short easy walk from Williamstown Train Station and approximately 15km from the CBD by road.
Werribee Park
Step back in time to the late 1800s where a grand Italianate-style mansion became the spectacular centrepiece
of a Victorian era Australian pastoral empire that rose from the vast grasslands of Werribee Park.
Discover the story behind the success of the Chirnside family who first owned and built the mansion in 1877
and learn what it was like to live in the Victorian era with an insightful and entertaining audio tour.
Werribee Mansion boasts 60 opulent rooms in several wings that have been extensively restored and
furnished with many of the Chirnside family’s items, including clothing and furniture. A popular highlight is the
interactive Children’s playroom which features Victorian style costumes, toys and a traditional rocking horse.
There’s even more to explore outside the mansion which is surrounded by 10 hectares of stunning botanical
formal gardens, including many heritage listed trees that were sourced from all over the world by the
Chirnside family, the Parterre, riverine, heritage orchard, original farm buildings, community vegetable
gardens and a sculpture walk.
The mansion is open 10am to 4pm daily (and until 5pm during daylight savings, weekends and public holidays).
The Werribee Park gardens are open from 9am until 5:30pm (and until 6:30pm during daylight savings).

General Admission to the mansion is $10.00 for adults, $7.40 for concession/child ages 4 to 15 years and entry
for families (2 Adults 2 Children) is $31.90. Audio guides are available for the mansion and gardens for $6.30.
Entry to Werribee Park Gardens is free.
Werribee Park is 30 minutes drive from the CBD just off the Princes Highway and also accessible by public
transport via a route 439 bus from Werribee Train Station.
Victoria State Rose Garden
Just outside the formal gardens of Werribee Mansion is the internationally acclaimed Victorian State Rose
Garden where over 5,000 roses will delight your senses with colour and fragrance. Tended by over 100
volunteers, the roses are in bloom from October to May and at their most magnificent from November to
April.
The layout of the Victoria State Rose Garden is uniquely designed in the shape of a Tudor Rose and includes a
heritage border featuring unusual and historic roses from around the world.
Entry to the Victoria State Rose Garden is free. Victoria State Rose Garden is open daily from 9.00am to
5.30pm. Enter via Gate 2 on K Road in Werribee and park in the main car park for Werribee Mansion.
Victoria State Rose Garden is 30 minutes’ drive from the CBD just off the Princes Highway and also accessible
by public transport via a route 439 bus from Werribee Train Station.
Woodlands Historic Park
Explore Woodlands Historic Park for a fascinating glimpse into landscapes and wildlife as they were seen by
European settlers in the 1840s. Kangaroos, wallabies and an abundance of birds roam the native woodlands
and grasslands and you might even discover one of the indigenous canoe trees.
The Somerton Road picnic area is a great spot for a BBQ amongst the magnificent River Red Gums and there
are tracks and trails aplenty for walkers, cyclists and horse riders throughout the park including a walk to
Gellibrand Hill where you will see 360 degree views of the city, Port Phillip, the Great Dividing Range and
Melbourne Airport.
The park features the historic Woodlands Homestead which was built in the 1840s and is an impressive
example of the first ‘kit homes’ to be built in Victoria.
From the homestead, a visit to the front paddocks is a must for horse racing and Melbourne Cup fans. There
you’ll find Living legends in the form of Australia’s finest retired champion horses.
Woodlands Historic Park is open daily from 9am to 4.30pm and until 6.00pm during daylight saving, on
weekends and public holidays. Woodlands Homestead is open 7 days a week from 10:00am – 4:00pm.
You Yangs Regional Park
With nine picnic areas, a visit to You Yangs Regional Park is the ideal location for a picnic with family and
friends. The distinctive granite peaks of the You Yangs rise from flat volcanic plains between Melbourne and
Geelong and provide the perfect destination for exploration of the walking trails and spotting wildlife.
A 30-minute walk to the top of Flinders Peak provides magnificent panoramic views and the best location for
viewing the indigenous rock formation Bunjil. There’s also more than 50kms of exciting mountain bike trails
catering for riders of all ages and abilities and the park is popular for birdwatching, rock-climbing and abseiling.
A short 10 minute drive away you’ll also find Serendip Sanctuary where you will see Emus and Eastern Grey

Kangaroos grazing, Brolgas trumpeting, Whistling Kites soaring overhead and Yellow-billed Spoonbills wading
in shallow water.
YouTube video: Exploring You Yangs Regional Park

For more information about any of these parks call 13 1963 or visit www.parks.vic.gov.au
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About Parks Victoria
Parks Victoria is a statutory authority that manages more than 3,000 of Victoria’s different parks and reserves
making up 18 per cent of Victoria’s landmass, 75 per cent of Victoria’s Wetlands and 70 per cent of Victoria’s
Coastline.
Healthy Parks Healthy People is at the core of everything Parks Victoria does. Parks and nature are an
important part of improving and maintaining health, both for individuals and the community. Parks Victoria
has a clear role to play in connecting people and communities with parks.
Parks Victoria is committed to delivering works on the ground across Victoria’s park network to protect and
enhance park values. It is our primary responsibility to ensure parks are healthy and resilient for current and
future generations. This includes world class conservation projects, facilities and experiences across the estate.

